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„The welfare state - what next?“ 

The impact of the ongoing economic crisis is becoming increasingly 

dramatic for the people in Europe: according to a Eurostat analysis, 

120 million Europeans are at risk of poverty, and 43 million do not have 

enough to eat. What does this mean for Europe's social systems?  

Western Europe has one of the most well-developed social security sys-

tems. But for how much longer? The tight financial government resources, 

the international competition for location and the global fiscal competition as 

well as the ever-increasing aging of society pose significant threats to the 

existing social systems.  

 

Is this welfare sustainable? 

The new president of the Academia Engelberg Foundation, Dr. Hans Groth, 

explains the political dimension in addition to the traditionally academic ori-

entation of the Dialogue on Science: „When it comes to the welfare state, 

the politics carries the responsibility! By means of legislation and efficient 

management, it must ensure a social balance within society - and for this, 

the politicians must develop vision and communicate it convincingly.“ And he 

also demands: „We must confront the issue of how we deal with the 

achievements of the welfare state and the much-loved standards in light of 

decreasing resources. In which 'fields of action' can and must we become 

active in order to further develop the achievement of the 'welfare state' in the 

21st century?“  

 

Experts discuss across the generations 

Starting today, over 130 leading figures from academia, business, society 

and culture from all over Europe will be discussing how the welfare state 

should be shaped in the future during the Academia Engelberg Foundation's 
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Twelfth Dialogue on Science. Leading international experts like Prof. Rich-

ard Wilkinson of the University of Nottingham, Prof. Bernd Marin, Europe-

an Center for Social Welfare Policy and Research in Vienna, Prof. Brigitte 

Studer of the University of Berne, the newly crowned winner of the Bran-

denberger Foundation Prize, Prof. François Höpflinger of the University of 

Zurich, or Prof. Heiner Flassbeck of UNCTAD Geneva, the Swedish Trade 

Minister Ewa Björling, and Jürg Brechbühl, director of the Federal Office 

for Social Security, among others, will highlight current examples of inter-

generational equity, family policy, youth unemployment, personal responsi-

bility vs. solidarity and discuss what future social systems might look like. 

Young scientists from Greece, Sweden and Switzerland will present the ide-

as they developed this summer during a project week in Melchsee-Frutt in 

the Canton of Obwalden. Additional information: 12
th

 Dialogue on Science 

of the Academia Engelberg Foundation, October 15 to 17, 2013 in En-

gelberg, Canton of Obwalden, Switzerland, www.academia-

engelberg.ch 

 

 

*   *   * 

Note to media representatives: it is still possible to attend individual conference presentations on 

short notice. The full program can be found here.  

 

Please send your registration to media@academia-engelberg or call +41-79-211 10 44. 

 

Images and texts from the conference are continuously available here.  

Video channel: www.academia-engelberg.org  

 

For more information for media representatives, please contact: 

Media Relations – Academia Engelberg Foundation  

Beatrice Suter, KommunikationsWerkstatt, +41-41-660 96 19, media@academia-engelberg.ch 
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