
 

Engelberg, 9 October 2006 
 
Academia Engelberg: Opening of 5th Dialogue on Science 

We live from capital, not from the interest! 
 

With the foreseeable energy shortage and discernible hunger of emerg-

ing markets, such as China and India, for energy, the future of energy 

supplies is of increasingly central concern. 

The fact is that the West is dependent on oil and gas from countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa. There are still sufficient oil and gas reserves for 
the next 20 to 30 years. The question that needs to be answered is how these 
countries in the Middle East and North Africa will make these resources avail-
able in the future. Precisely for this reason, all possible alternative energy 
forms need to be intensively reviewed and developed further. Or as Eberhard 
Jochem, from the Fraunhofer Institute Karlsruhe and the ETH Zurich put it: 
“Let’s be realistic, but don’t let us lose our belief in what appears impossible.  
 
There needs to be a change of course 
At today’s opening ceremony of the Fifth Dialogue on Science of the Academ-
ia Engelberg in Engelberg (Switzerland) Ulrik Stridbaek from the International 
Energy Agency in Paris, Günter Strempel from BP Germany and representa-
tives from industry such as Bernhard Fischer, E.ON Energy AG, presented the 
facts and trends on the prevailing situation in the energy sector. All the speak-
ers were agreed that our resources are becoming increasingly scarce. The 
question is how much we are prepared to pay for energy in the future.  
 
Building bridges for science 
Fundamental scientific knowledge not infrequently encounters strong reserva-
tions and mistrust in the broader population. Academia Engelberg 
(www.academia-engelberg.ch) tries to do its part in helping to build bridges by 
fostering a new basis of trust through dialogue between science and the gen-
eral public. To this end, leading experts from the worlds of science, business, 
culture, and politics, as well as the media, meet every autumn in Engelberg, 
Switzerland. 
 

*  *  * 
 
Photos and this media release are available now for downloading free of charge on 
www.academia-engelberg.ch ->  Welcome -> Media 
 
For further information, contact: Academia Engelberg, Beatrice Suter, Tel. +41-79 – 211 10 44,  
E-Mail: media-academia-engelberg.ch, www.academia-engelberg.ch -> Conference -> Conference 
2006 or Media 


