
 

Engelberg, 17 October 2003 

 

2nd Dialogue on Science in Engelberg 

Rating the chances and weighing the risks 
Where will technology be five years from now? Will we be ruled 

by microchips and have to follow their instructions ? Will users 

be defenceless against the power of the providers? 
 
All these questions were intensively discussed at the second Dialogue on Science 

conference of the Academia Engelberg over the last three days and were critically 

examined by all parties. Around 150 people representing science, business, society 

and culture from around 15 different countries accepted the invitation to Engelberg 

issued by the Academia Engelberg. Top speakers such as Prof. Dr. Joseph Weizen-

baum, MIT Cambridge, Nobel Laureate Dr. Heinrich Rohrer, Prof. Gérald Berthoud 

from the University of Lausanne, Prof. Dr. Alois Ferscha, University of Linz, Dr. 

Kathinka Evers, Associate Professor at the University of Uppsala and many others 

offered some highly explosive material for discussion. The participants also took part 

in discussion forums organized as Open Space workshops. 

 

Using the Open Space 

On Friday, a further five topics were selected from 16 discussion forums and briefly 

but intensively discussed. The recommendation that came out of all these discussion 

groups was that there is an intense need today for society to address the issue of 

Pervasive Computing. Both politicians and authorities are called upon to ensure that 

appropriate safeguards are put in place. In particular, there is a need to ensure that 

the user is informed whenever the computer wants to act autonomously and that the 

user can also stop this if he wants to. This decision-making authority may not be del-

egated to the machine. Data protection, liability laws and consumer protection must 

be continually adapted to take account of the technical changes taking place. A need 

was also expressed for a technology-free space without the constant jingle of ringing 

mobile phones and laptops – rather like smoke-free zones – but only the future will 

tell whether society also wants this. 

 

Marketplace of the Future 

During the conference, various institutes presented their latest research results. For 

example, CSEM from Alpnach presented Pelé, a small computer dog that can recog-

nize and stop a rolling football. The Institute of Electronics at the ETH Zürich showed 

its WearARM: a complete computer which can be worn on the upper part of the body 

and is fitted with a StrongArm processor, a head-mounted display and a hand-held 

keyboard. The instrument looks rather like a mini-rucksack; only the fingernail-sized 

screen in front of the eyes and the hand-held keyboard suggest that it might have 

some rather special features. The Institute of Pervasive Computing at the ETH Zürich 

demonstrated its “smart” toolbox, which – thanks to RFID technology – is capable of 
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identifying tools. It can instantly tell when a tool is missing. This is very important, for 

example, in aircraft maintenance, where the mechanic needs to ensure that no tool 

has been left in the plane. 

 

The Next Steps 

The Board of Trustees will reflect intensively on the ideas and suggestions of the 

conference participants in the coming weeks and decide on projects to be pursued. 

In particular, the integration of possible projects into the third Dialogue on Science 

from 29 September to 1 October 2004 in Engelberg will be examined. Prof. Heinz 

Wanner from the University of Bern has kindly agreed to act as Chairman of the Pro-

gramme Committee for this conference. The subject “Climate in Dialogue“ will above 

all be a social debate and not a climate conference. Details of this conference will be 

published at the beginning of next year. 

 

*    *    * 
 

Further information for the media is obtainable from: Academia Engelberg,  

Beatrice Suter, KommunikationsWerkstatt GmbH, Tel. 041-660 96 19,  

Fax 041-660 96 28, E-Mail: kommwerk@tic.ch 

 

This text and various pictures of the meeting are a vailable on the internet 

now at: www.academia-engelberg.ch  -> Media 

 
<Info-Box> Academia Engelberg –  A Portrait 

The “Science and Trust” Dialogue is an annual conference held over several days in 

the autumn in the monastery village of Engelberg with the purpose of promoting dia-

logue between science and society. The Academia Engelberg aims to build bridges 

and to strengthen mutual trust through dialogue. Fundamental issues on the sociopo-

litical, ethical, economic and ecological effect of progress in science are addressed 

on a high level of debate. The conference is interdisciplinary and brings together par-

ticipants from various nations, cultures and religions. Particular emphasis is placed 

on contact between the generations. Top representatives from the world of science 

meet present and future leaders from politics, business, culture and society with the 

aim of exchanging ideas, deepening mutual understanding and elaborating sets of 

demands and projects. 

 

The seat of the Academia Engelberg Foundation, established on 27 Sep-

tember 2001, is in the Abbey of Engelberg/CH. Founding members are the 

cantons of Central Switzerland Lucerne, Uri, Schwyz, Obwalden, Nidwal-

den, and Zug, the commune of Engelberg and the Swiss Re Insurance 

Company, Zürich, with official Swiss federal support (Science and Research 

Group). 

 


