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Forecast to the conference 2015

With the conference fast approaching I’'m now getting really excited.

First of all, | can’t wait to see all my friends from the summer school again. We spent an amazing
week in July studying the different economic approaches on the topic of future economic systems with

our professor, David Stadelmann, before coming up with our own ideas.

And second, | am really looking forward to three days of getting some more insight on the issue by

scientist who are top in their field.

The question about future economic systems has always been on my mind while studying political
sciences. With the raising economies all over the world we face new problems that call for new ap-

proaches. The financial crisis in 2008 shuttered the US and with it not only the western world.

And now, who knows what is going to happen with the Chinese economy in the next years? Raising
inequality on the one hand and a growing lower middle class in emerging countries on the other are
causing transnational problems such as political unrest, terrorism, discrimination, corruption, poverty

or climate change. In a way, our capitalist system seems to have failed.

And still, we managed to lift millions of people out of extreme poverty in the last ten years; world-
changing innovations on every level are made even in the poorest countries every day; gender equali-
ty is rising and so is education for children in general. So capitalism doesn’t seem so bad after all. But

how can we improve it? Changing the world system is, in my opinion, not going to work. And if it
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worked, it would take decades. So how can we make sure to use our current system to change things

for the better, towards a sustainable and fair economy for all?

This is the question | want to ask myself for the conference. And I'm hoping to get some new ideas
from all the different inputs. I'm not hoping to get a final answer, but | hope to hear some new points of

views.

As a student of political sciences | have mostly been focusing on problems from a political perspec-
tive. What political system is the best? How can politics or civil society change the political system to-
wards a better one? During the summer school | learned to think about the problem from the econom-
ical view. And this has been very interesting and educational. | am certain that (unfortunately) most of
us still look at things only from a financial cost-benefit stand, most of all, when it comes to politics.

So to challenge this stand, | had to really understand it first. Looking at problems from the economical
point of view helped me to approach problems completely differently. During the conference we will
hear inputs from scientists in completely other fields and I’'m very much looking forward to their posi-

tions. | hope they will once more broaden my horizon on the topic.



