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The Academia Engelberg Foundation 
recognizes the growing need of sci-
ence for a better understanding of new 
and highly complex issues and their re-
lationship with society and business.  
 
To take account of this need, the Founda-
tion organizes annual «DIALOGUES» in the 
historic settings of Engelberg, addressing a 
specific issue and bringing together leaders 
from various sectors and cultures. The Swiss 
alpine town of Engelberg, located near  
Lucerne, offers an ideal platform for forging 
new contacts and fostering intergenera-
tional exchange and contact among par-
ticipants.

The 2018 «ENGELBERG DIALOGUES» will 
focus on «Unlimited Migration?»

Young scientists will discuss various as-
pects of this topic during the «Autumn 
Academy» (October 14 to 16). Their major 
ideas will be further developed during the 
half-day «Workshop» (October 16, after-
noon) together with experts and interested 
guests from politics, sciences and business. 
«Thematic Cafés» offer in-depth discussions 
among the participants and are summarized 
during the closing plenary session. 

DEAR PARTICIPANTS DEAR PARTICIPANTS

The one-day Forum (October 17) will open 
with the keynote talk by Prof. Christian 
Dustmann (University College London, UK), 
an internationally renowned economist. Af-
ter the presentation of the findings and re-
sults from the preceding Autumn Academy 
and the Workshop, participants will form 
into discussion groups fashioned along the 
lines of an OpenSpace conference. A panel 
of renowned academics, businesspeople 
and policymakers will share their visions in 
regard to migration. Panel members include 
Prof. Christian Dustmann, Prof. Michael Am-
bühl (Professor at ETH Zurich and former 
State Secretary in the Foreign and Finance 

Ministry in Switzerland), Dr. Sanja Dam-
janović (Minister of Science, Montenegro) 
and Hans-Rudolf Schurter (Chairman of 
the Board of Schurter Holding AG, Lucerne, 
Switzerland).

All participants of the FORUM are invited to 
the Mount Titlis cable car excursion, including 
dinner, scheduled directly after the Forum.
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PROGRAMME

Registration of Participants Autumn Academy Engelberg Abbey

Chair: Vera Eichenauer, Academic Manager of the Autumn Academy
Opening of Autumn Academy    
Welcoming address
Verena Briner, President Academia Engelberg
  
Scientific Program
Chair: Stefan Schlegel 

Coffee break

Session

Dinner      Engelberg Abbey

12.00

14.00

16.00 

16.30

19.15

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018 MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018

PROGRAMME
AUTUMN ACADEMY for YOUNG SCIENTISTS

PROGRAMME
AUTUMN ACADEMY for YOUNG SCIENTISTS/ Öffentlicher Abend

Session      Engelberg Abbey

Coffee break      

Session

Lunch break     Engelberg Abbey

Session

Coffee break

Session

Dinner      Engelberg Abbey

Öffentlicher Abend: «Grenzenlose Migration?» 
(in German) H+ Hotel, Engelberg
Begrüssung:  Alex Höchli, Talammann,  
 Verena Briner, Präsidentin Academia Engelberg 
Einführung:  George Sheldon, Universität Basel
Moderation: Iwan Rickenbacher
Podium:  Regierungsrat Kt. Obwalden Daniel Wyler, Peter Uebersax,  
 Advokat Migrationsrecht, Erwin Schaller, Leiter Sensortech- 
 nologien CSEM Alpnach, Frédéric Füssenich, Engelberg-Titlis  
 Tourismus
Schlusswort: Paul Richli, Vize-Präsident Academia Engelberg 

Schlummertrunk 

09.00

10.00 

10.30

12.00 

13.30

16.00

16.30

19.00

20:00

22.00
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Session      Engelberg Abbey

Coffee break      

Summary Session: 
Chairs: Stefan Schlegel, Dominik Hangartner

Generation Lunch    Engelberg Abbey

08.30

10.00 

10.30

12.00

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018 (morning)

Registration     Engelberg Abbey

Chair: Vera Eichenauer
Opening of Workshop
Welcoming address
Felicitas Pauss, Chair of the Programme Committee
Introductory talks
Michael Ambühl, Giovanna Davatz, George Sheldon

Coffee break

Three Thematic Cafés
Discussion leaders: David Bresch, Daniel Brunner, Gerd Folkers
With participation of Michael Ambühl, Giovanna Davatz, George Sheldon

Chair: Vera Eichenauer
Summary of the findings and discussion
Presentations: Michael Ambühl, Giovanna Davatz, George Sheldon

Dinner  Hotel Bellevue Terminus

12.00

14.00

15.30

16.00

17.45

20.00

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018 (afternoon) 

PROGRAMME
AUTUMN ACADEMY for YOUNG SCIENTISTS

PROGRAMME
WORKSHOP
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Registration      Engelberg Abbey

Chair: Felicitas Pauss
Opening
Welcoming address
Verena Briner, President Academia Engelberg  
Brother Kuno Rust, Subprior, Engelberg Abbey

Keynote talk by Christian Dustmann
Professor of Economics, University College London (UK)

Coffee break

Summaries from the Workshop
Michael Ambühl, Giovanna Davatz, George Sheldon

Introduction to the afternoon session: Felicitas Pauss

Lunch break     Engelberg Abbey

08.30

09.00 

09.20

10.30 

11.00

11.55

12.00

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2018  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2018

13:30

14:30

15:00

16:15

16:45

17:30

Semi-open-space conference

Coffee break

Chair: David Bresch
Panel Discussion
Moderator: Gerd Folkers
Panel members: Michael Ambühl, Christian Dustmann, Sanja Damjanović, 
Hans-Rudolf Schurter

Prize ceremony: three best contributions to the Autumn Academy
Vera Eichenauer, Academic Manager of the Autumn Academy

Closing of the «2018 ENGELBERG DIALOGUES»
Verena Briner, President Academia Engelberg

Evening Event on the Titlis Mountain  
Return to Engelberg before 22:00 
(train to Lucerne and Zürich)
Train connections:  departure from Engelberg 22.02/22.30, 
 arrival in Lucerne 22.49/23.32
 departure from Lucerne 23.10/23.54, 
 arrival in Zurich 23.56/01.04 (via Olten) 

PROGRAMME
FORUM 

PROGRAMME
FORUM 
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EXPERTS, SPEAKERS AND PANEL MEMBERS 
• Dominik Hangartner, Professor of Public Policy at ETH Zurich (CH) and co-director of 

the immigration policy lab with branches at Stanford University and ETH Zurich. 
• Stefan Schlegel, PhD in law and senior scientist at the Max Planck Institute for the 

Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Göttingen (DE). He is a co-founder of the 
young Swiss Think Tank «foraus – Forum Aussenpolitik».

WORKSHOP
• Michael Ambühl, Professor & Head Chair of Negotiation and Conflict Management, 

Head of the Management, Technology and Economics Department at ETH Zurich (CH) 
and former State Secretary in the Foreign and Finance Ministry in Switzerland.

• Giovanna Davatz, PhD in physics, CMO and Co-founder of Arktis Radiation Detectors, 
Ltd. in Zurich (CH). Arktis operates out of three main locations: Switzerland, UK and US.

• George Sheldon, Professor of Economics, Director of the Labour Market and Industrial 
Organization Research Unit, Department of Economics, University of Basel (CH). 

FORUM:
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:     
Christian Dustmann, Professor of Economics, University College London (UK) and the 
founding Director of the Centre for Research and Analysis of Migration. 

PANEL MEMBERS:
• Michael Ambühl, Professor & Head Chair of Negotiation and Conflict Management, 

Head of the Management, Technology and Economics Department at ETH Zurich
• Sanja Damjanović, PhD in physics. Since 2016 Minister of Science in Montenegro.  

She proposed to establish a new international institute in the region of the Western 
Balkans to develop sustainable technologies based on an integrated view of economic, 
cultural and social aspects. 

• Christian Dustmann, Professor of Economics, University College London (UK) and the 
founding Director of the Centre for Research and Analysis of Migration.

• Hans-Rudolf Schurter, Chairman of the Board of Schurter Holding in Lucerne, an inter-
nationally active manufacturing company of electronic components with subsidiaries in 
many countries across the world. He graduated with a law degree of the University of Bern.  

PUBLIC EVENING (in German)
• Frédéric Füssenich, Direktor Engelberg-Titlis Tourismus AG
• Iwan Rickenbacher, Honoraryprofessor Universität Bern, Consultant
• Geoge Sheldon, Professor für Ökonomie, Universität Basel
• Peter Uebersax, Professor juristische Fakultät, Universität Basel 
• Daniel Wyler, Regierungsrat Volkswirtschaftsdepartement Kt. Obwalden
• Erwin Schaller, Leiter Sensortechnologien, CSEM Alpnach
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PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
Felicitas Pauss, Chair of Programme Committee, Professor of Physics, ETH Zurich
David Bresch, Professor, Weather & Climate Risks, ETH Zurich
Verena Briner, Professor of Medicine, University Basel
Vera Eichenauer, Academic Manager of the Autumn Academy, Post-doc Researcher at 
ETH Zurich, Department of Management, Technology and Economics 
Gerd Folkers, Professor of Science Studies with particular focus on the history of chemistry 
and pharmacy, ETH Zurich
Heini Murer, Professor of Physiology, University Zurich
Paul Richli, Professor of Public Law, University Lucerne
George Sheldon, Professor of Economics, Director of the Labour Market and Industrial  
Organization Research Unit, Department of Economics, University of Basel. 

PATRONAGE COMMITTEE     
Günter Abel, Professor, Technical University Berlin, Germany
Christian Blickenstorfer, Doctor, em. Ambassador, Switzerland
Ralf Eichler, Professor, em. President ETH Zurich
Lucio Luzzatto, Professor, University Florence, Firenze, Italy
Kuno Rüst, Brother Abbey Engelberg
Franz-Josef Radermacher, Professor, University Ulm, Germany
Alexander Schärer, Entrepreneur, Münsingen, Switzerland
Barbara Schmid-Federer, Männedorf, Switzerland
Jeffrey I. Steinfeld, MIT, Cambridge, USA
Björn Stigson, Dr. h.c., Stigson & Partners AB, Saltsjö, Sweden
Thomas Stocker, Professor University Bern, Switzerland 
Madeleine Stöckli, CEO B Braun Medical G, Sempach, Switzerland
Mankombu. S. Swaminathan, Professor, Founder Swaminathan Research Foundation, 
NGO, Chennai, India 
Ernst U. von Weizsäcker, Professor, em. Dean University of California, 
USA, Co-President Club of Rome. 
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DONORS AND PARTNERS DONORS AND PARTNERS
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ACCESS

By air  Zurich Airport or Basel Airport. Fast train to Lucerne from both Airports with  
 immediate railway connections to Engelberg.
 Journey time approximately 2 – 3 hours.

By train  International links to Lucerne with immediate railway connections to Engelberg.

By car  follow the A2 motorway (Basel /Gotthard) and leave at the exit for Stans-Süd  
 and then follow the signs for Engelberg.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Accommodation 
For your hotel reservation, please contact the Engelberg Tourist Centre at phone 
+41 41 639 77 77 or e-mail welcome@engelberg.ch keyword «Academia Engelberg».

Arrival and Registration 
We will expect you at the Abbey in Engelberg for registration 
 
Administration
Cornelia Wüthrich, Academia Engelberg, CH 6023 Rothenburg, Switzerland. 
Phone: +41 41 280 99 72, e-mail admin@academia-engelberg.ch

Media relations
Beatrice Suter, KommunikationsWerkstatt GmbH, CH 6063 Stalden, Switzerland, 
Phone: +41 41 660 96 19, e-mail media@academia-engelberg.ch

Basel

Bern

Genève
Lugano

Engelberg

Stans

Luzern

Zürich
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